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First Sentence: Medic! Medic!Captain Thomas Forsythe has returned from fighting and being injured

in Afghanistan, to a place called home in name only. He and his mother have never been close. She

is a well-known, well-respected, successful trainer of racehorses and at risk of losing everything to a

blackmailer and/or the Inland Revenue. For the first time ever, Tom can help his mother; if she

would only let him.One thing on which you can always count with a Francis novel is a captivating

opening and this book didn't disappoint. It begins with a bang, literally, and is both current to our

time and effective. After that, I must admit, the old charm wasn't quite there.Tom is an effective

character and classically Francis; he's independent, a loner, self-reliant and determined. He was

certainly the best of the characters in the story, and the most well developed.It may sound silly, but

enjoy that the author's voice, particularly with both the author and the characters being British,

sounds British without an attempt to Americanize it. There was a strong sense of place, I feel I'm

coming to know the Lambourn region. Details make a difference. The inclusion of information on

Tom's life in the military, including what the infantry wears and carries with them, but also

information on the tax system; these things add dimension to the story.Taking into account that I

was reading an uncorrected proof, there was a good deal of redundancy. I hope that won't be true

with the finished edition.The plot was good, but lacked the suspense to which I'm accustomed and a



number of the situations were strikingly, and rather uncomfortably, familiar from previous books.
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